
World Wetlands Day 2021
Threatened Lake Areas – Wetlands and Climate Change

News from L’Albufera

Threatened Lake of the Year 2020
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Who we are?

• Private NGO
• National level
• 34 staff in 5 headquarter
• National & European funds

• Working lines:
• Conservation of habitats and species
• Agro-food sustainability
• Corporate sustainability
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30 years restoring & 
managing wetlands
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• Originally was an open sea bay.

• Transformation: 

seawater  freshwater

• During XIX-XX Drained process was
accelerated by humans.

Currently:

A wetland heavily modified by humans.

19,000 ha of rice paddies. 

L’Albufera, its origins

From 30,000 ha to 3,000 ha
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ALBUFERA IS A PROTECTED AREA:

• Declared Natural Park in 1986

• Ramsar site since 1989 (wetland of international importance)

• Natura 2000 network.

• Special Protection Area (SPA) for birds declared in 1990

• Subject to the regulations of the European Union:

Water Framework Directive, Habitat and Birds Directives
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Great environmental values
• Rice fields (dynamic habitat)

• Helophyte islands, springs, dunes, Mediterranean forest, salt marshes,…

• Wide biodiversity linked to habitats (water birds, etc.)
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Problems
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Problems
• Lack of water
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• Lack of water
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Problems
• Poor water quality
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Problems
• Problems arising from
intensive agriculture (rice straw,
Pesticides, fertilisers, etc..)
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What are the authorities doing?
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What FGN did?

• Social Networks
• Press Release
• Participation in seminars
• Restoration projects
• Environtmental

education

Wetlands: a Global Priority - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=487aIq4UC3k&feature=youtu.be


¡SEE YOU SOON!

+34 917 104 455 info@fundacionglobalnature.org FGlobalNature

ANTONIO GUILLEM
antonioguillem@fundacionglobalnature.org


