MICROPLASTICS:
FROM THE PRIMARY SOURCES,
HOW DO THEY END UP IN LAKES?

Large amounts of micro-fragments are
released when synthetic clothing is
washed in washing machines.

About one third of the microplastic
is created by the friction of tires
on the asphalt while driving.

Plastic fragments escape the filters of
sewage treatment plants that are not
yet designed for treating fibers and
particles of minimal dimensions.

Secondary microplastics are those formed by
the decomposition of large objects, such as
bottles or food containers, grated in water,
abraded by wind and exposed to ultraviolet
radiation of the sun.

What are microplastics?

Microplastics are defined as
plastic particles that are less than
5 millimeters in size.

PROJECT ACTIONS

IN THE BLUE LAKES PROJECT WE STRIVE ...

FOR A STRONGER LEGAL FRAMEWORK TO EFFECTIVELY REGULATE AND REDUCE THE
PRODUCTION OF MICROPLASTICS AND CONSEQUENTLY PUNISH VIOLATIONS;

FOR RESPONSIBLE COMPANIES DOING THEIR BEST TO REDUCE PLASTIC IN THEIR
PRODUCTION AND WASTE MANAGEMENT;

FOR AN ADVANCED SEWAGE TREATMENT IN ORDER TO REDUCE THE INPUT
OF MICROPLASTICS INTO WATER BODIES;

FOR ACTIVE COMMUNITIES INFORMING THEIR INHABITANTS ABOUT THE PROBLEMS
THAT PLASTIC POLLUTED WATERS CAN CAUSE;

FOR CONSCIENTIOUS CITIZENS REVIEWING THEIR EVERYDAY AND CONSUMER
BEHAVIOUR IN ORDER TO AVOID PLASTIC WHEREVER POSSIBLE — AND THUS HELP
TO KEEP OUR LAKES BLUE AND ALIVE.
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For lakes without microplastics we work
together with scientific partners,
associations, responsible authorities
and institutions in the LIFE Blue Lakes initiative.
Our common goal Is clean waters.
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