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What is it? 

 

 

 

A partnership assisting destinations and countries in 

developing sustainable tourism … 

 

 

and building a network of “green destinations”. 

 

 

 

Alonissos, Greece 



Open partnership  

Started June 2014 

30 experts & organisations, in 21 countries 



QualityCoast, since 2007 





great offer of local food 

Specific fishing rules 

Protection of the Mediterranean Monk Seal 



“smoke-free” beaches 

regulations protecting the coastline 
from excessive urban pressure  

Arrival of Christopher Columbus in 1493 



creation of a new heritage trails 

rehabilitation  of Gozo’s Valleys 



solar panels, biogas,  
reduction of CO2 emission in the public lighting 

Local identity and  cultural heritage preservation 



traditional wine cultivation 

Ecological and Agriculture Reserves 

Project "Accessible Beach" 



clean beaches 

over 60 pedestrian and bike trails 

dolphin watching 

Geopark 

nine volcanic islands carved with lakes 



Planning for improvement 

 

(Azores, PT) 

In 2006, estimated GSTR score was 4,5/10. 

Score 2010: 8,0  

  Score 2014: 8,9 

Score 2012: 8,4 



Metrics for Sustainability benchmarking 



2013: GSTC Criteria for Destinations 

Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria for 

Destinations (GSTC-D): 

basis for Certification 

  

We use them for:  

• SWOT, priority setting  

• Benchmarking and improvement 

 



2012: Barcelona certified 

  

 

 

 

The 1
st 

Destination  

Certified for  

Sustainable Tourism 

 

(no report, no information) 



Barcelona sustainable… 

Will certification without  

transparency be credible to tourists? 



The world of Dubai 

sustainable? 

 

“UAE's ecological footprint  

is the highest in the world”  

(WWF, 2006). 

“UAE is (…) five times more unsustainable  

than any other country" (Samarai 2007) 



The world of Dubai 

sustainable? 

 

 

2014: Burj Al Arab*******  

awarded Green Globe  

Certification 

 

Dubai has the power  

to become certified  

as a “sustainable destination” 

 



GSTC-D: 41 criteria  

 

  
  

GSTC Destination Criteria 

 

 

  

NATURE   

 

  

  

GSTC D2. Protection of sensitive environments 

The destination has a system to […] conserve habitats, 

species, and ecosystems, and prevent the introduction of 

invasive species.  

  

GSTC D3. Wildlife protection 

The destination has a system to ensure compliance with 

local, national, and international laws and standards for 

the harvest or capture, display, and sale of wildlife 

(including plants and animals). 

 



Making the GSTC Criteria 

measurable and transparent 

GSTR QUALITY TREND GSTC Destination Criteria 

Visibility to 

visitor 
YES PARTLY NO 

 

 

NATURE 
 

% Nature coverage 

  

% Protected nature 

  

Wildlife observation quality  

 

  

Availability of CITES / 

protected species at local 

markets  

  

Impact of tourism on nature 

& biodiversity  

 

Trend in % Nature 

  

Trend in % protected nature 

  

Trend in Wildlife observation 

quality 
 

Trend in Availability of CITES / 

protected species at local 

markets  

  

Impact of tourism on nature & 

biodiversity , trend  

 

  

GSTC D2. Protection of sensitive environments 

The destination has a system to […] conserve habitats, 

species, and ecosystems, and prevent the introduction of 

invasive species. 

 

GSTC D3. Wildlife protection 

The destination has a system to ensure compliance with 

local, national, and international laws and standards for 

the harvest or capture, display, and sale of wildlife 

(including plants and animals)  

Extra indicators can be added according to the objectives set for the destination. 



Need to complement  

GSTC-D 

 

 

Clear evidence of sustainability, visible to tourists: 

 Local identity & tradition, sense of place. 

 Extent to which sustainability was a driver in 

destination development. 

 

The Green Destinations Standard 



The Standard 

 Subjects
WILDLIFE ↔

LANDSCAPE 

NATURE ↔

SAFE BATHING 

AIR QUALITY ↔

CARE FOR ENVIRONMENT

CULTURAL HERITAGE ↔

LOCAL IDENTITY 

HOSPITALITY ↔

HUMAN RESPECT

GREEN BUSINESSES ↔

ENERGY & CLIMATE

WATER & WASTE ↔

STATE & SOCIETY

GREEN PROGRESS ↔

TRANSPARENCY

CERTIFIED POLICY ↔

↓ ↓ ↓

↓ ↓ ↓ ↓

Certification
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Policy Assessment

↓

Quality Assessment

 Themes Indicators

Public Reporting (through booking websites)
© Green 

Destinations

Green Destinations Standard  1.6
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Relevant information to consumers for destination selection



Information for destination management 

DESTINATION 

MARKETING 

Green Destinations database 

INFORM VISIT-

ORS & CITIZENS 

PLANNING FOR 

IMPROVEMENT 

MONITORING 

PROGRESS 

Destination Management 

 Destination 



. 

Information for consumers 

CONSUMERS,   TOURISTS,   MEDIA 

Green Destinations database 



Example: BookDifferent.com 





Green Destinations enables consumers to compare 1200 

destinations in booking sites…  



2014: Green Destinations’ Top 100 

 



Networks involved  

in 2014 Top 100 

 

Alpine Pearls 

Biosphere  

DestiNet 

EARTH 

EarthCheck 

ECEAT – Travelife 

Fair Trade Tourism 

 

in nominating destinations 

and in Top 100 Selection Panel 

GSTC  

Living Lakes 

QualityCoast 

Rainforest Alliance 

STI 

WWF International 



Green Destinations’ Global Top 100 

Green Destinations Global Top 100 



A Global Community 

Green Destinations Global Top 100 



GD  
Standard: 

Assess & monitor 
sustainability 

Use global know-how for innovation 

Raise your sustainability 
level 

Show & market your 
green offer 

The Green Destinations Community (concept) 

International network 
meetings and 
newsletters  

Online Green 
Destinations seminars  

Online learning & 
training for destinations 
(ECEAT & DestiNet)  

The annual Green 
Destinations’ Top 100 

Management of the Community by Green Destinations Partners, 
 and Destination Representatives 



Summary 

 

The Green Destinations’ approach: 

support destinations in becoming more sustainable 

 

 Bring key stakeholders together in a Self-Assessment (free) 

 Interactive process: issues for improvement, actions 

 Awards connected to benchmarks 

 Market exposure of sustainability efforts 

 Quantitative monitoring of progress 



Summary 

 

The Green Destinations’ approach: 

partners support each other in their work 

 

 Partners remain independent 

 free licence to use common tools  

 offer FreeScan to destinations  

 joint approach for assessments & certification (profit sharing) 

 

New partners welcome 



 

Thank you!  

 

www.greendestinations.info 

e-mail: info@greendestinations.info 


