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Establishment and increase of rare wild herbs

Goal Reestablishment of rare wild herbs

This measure aims on the reestablishment of rare wild herbs which do not exist in the seed
bank of the soil anymore but occur in the surrounding area.

On suitable sites:

1. it should first be tried to let the target species establish itself by applying measures to

Short descrip- support them
tion of the 2. if, however, after two years target species did not settle on the plot, selected wild herbs
measure should be sown in with autochthon seeding material or by soil transfer

There is a combination of measures that is additionally necessary to promote the occur-
rence of the species on the site. E.g.:

=  No harrow on at least 50 % of the field
=  Minor crop density or drill gaps on at least 20 % of the field

=  Establishment of target species
= Increase in their abundance over the years

Quality ele- Examples of rare wild herbs:
ments of

soundly imple-
mented biodi-

A
|
1

versity
measures

Common corn-cockle

(Agrostemma githago) Wild Candytuft (Iberis amara) Corn Toadflax (Linaria arvensis)
Effects on bio- .
diversity % Support of endangered, mostly low-growing and concurrence weak
wild herbs. Endangered species, which do not occur in the seed bank of
(ecosystems, kﬁ the soil anymore, may not be able to establish themselves even under
species, soil good praxis.

biodiversity)

Other positive
effects/benefit
for the farmer

Indicator/key

data =  Total size of area (ha) dedicated to this measure/managed as described above
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= www.landwirtschaft-artenvielfalt.de

= www.lel-bw.de/pb/,Lde/Startseite/Unsere+Themen/Ackerwildkrautaecker

= BUND Naturschutz in Bayern e.V. — Ackerwildkrduter fordern — Infos und Tipps
References . . . .
flr die landwirtschaftliche Praxis
= BfN-Skript 351 — Ackerwildkrautschutz — Eine Bibliographie -

= www.schutzaecker.de

Further information: Knowledge Pool

This Action Fact Sheet belongs to the training package for product and quality managers of companies and was
developed within the project LIFE Food & Biodiversity (Biodiversity in Standards and Labels of for the Food Indus-
try). The main objective of the project is to improve the biodiversity performance of standards and sourcing re-
quirements in the food industry by helping standard organisations to integrate efficient biodiversity criteria into
their schemes and motivating food processing companies and retailers to include comprehensive biodiversity
criteria into their sourcing guidelines.
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